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The four day show was held in Edinburgh on
June 25 — 28, 2009. The show is a very
comprehensive agricultural show which gives a

flavor of Scottish farm and country life. Prize
livestock, fine food, forestry, flowers, crafts and
trade stands are just a few of the many features
at the show.
Our main focus of interest was the sheep show,
and we spent most of our two day visit watching
the sheep judging and touring the sheep barns.
We did, however tour the entire show and
visited the cattle, horse, goat and poultry areas.
Showing jumping and horse showing was the
attraction in the Main Ring with the heavy horse
turnouts bringing up the rear each day. There
was a livestock Grand Parade in the Main Ring
on the last three days. The champions of each
livestock breed were paraded for all to see.
The following pictorial report is to give you a
sampling of the sheep shows. Just as in the
USA the show sheep were all groomed to look
attractive, and had been treated to extra rations
to look their best on the big day. The current
“fad” for coloring the sheep is evident in most
breeds. The only practical reason for coloring
sheep is to color the rams (usually bright
orange!) so that they can be seen from a
distance when they are out in the hills for
breeding.
There were twenty three breeds of sheep in the
show, including a commercial class.

The Scottish Blackface sheep were listed first in
the Show catalog, with the North Country
Cheviot being listed second — signifying the
prominence of these hill breeds in the Scottish

sheep industry.

There were 85 Scottish Blackface sheep shown

in competition. There was great interest in the

Scottish Blackface sheep — it was difficult to get
a good vantage point around the ring.

Scottish Blackface Judging.

All the sheep handlers wear white coats in the
judging ring. The sheep are brought into the
ring and let loose. The Judge watches the sheep
and makes selections one at a time. He
traditionally taps the selected sheep on its back,
and the handler then catches the sheep and starts
a lineup. When all sheep are lined up the Judge
goes down the line and examines each animal.
He then will have the handlers release the sheep
again in order of his preference, and many
times, in a very large class, he may dismiss
some sheep at this point. Again, the Judge will
tap his first choice on the back and declare a
winner.



A group of Scottish Blackface Ewes in the The Judge taps an animal for the lineup.

judging ring
Anxious Handlers watch the Judge Moving the sheep around the ring.
The Judge examines the sheep The Scottish Blackface Rams in the ring.



Final cut for the T Place Scottish Blackface
Ram.
The Champion Ram was a two shear ram.

Line up of the Scottish Blackface Ewe Class

Primping and Preening before showing.

Not required for further judging!

A Scottish Blackface Ewe Lineup.
Those horns are useful handles!

Final Cut for the 1 Place Scottish Blackface
Ewe.
The Champion Ewe was a yearling ewe.



Photographs From inside the Barn:

Scottish Blackface Ewes with Scotch Mule
Lambs

Almost all of the Scottish Blackface sheep
shown had the white muzzle — an indication of
the Swaledale influence that was introduced into
the breed several years ago.

General view of one of the sheep barns.

More Scottish Blackface Ewes with Scotch
Mule Lambs. It is usually the older Scottish
Blackface ewes that are mated to the Bluefaced
Leicester to produce Mule lambs.



