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The first Mule Sheep Show in North
America was held on September,
2008 in conjunction with the
Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival in

Jefferson, Wisconsin.

The Show was sponsored by the North
American Mule Sheep Society, the Bluefaced
Leicester Breeders Association, theottish
Blackface Breeders Unionthe Texel Sheep
Breeders Society, the North American Clun
Forest Association and Sydell.

Thanks to these sponsorships and a generous
donation from the U.K Bluefaced Leicester
Sheep Breeders Association, it was possible to
bring David Cruickshank and his wife, Jane
over from Castle Douglas in Scotland to judge
the Mule Show. David also judged the
Bluefaced Leicester competition.

David Cruickshank is President of the Bluefaced
Leicester Sheep Breeders Association in the
UK and has bred Scottish Blackface, Scotch
Mules and Bluefaced Leicesters over the past
years.

The Mule Show was judged in the British style,
where all the sheep were allowed to walk freely
in the ring to be judged. This led to some lively
activity in the ring with some rounding up
having to be done at the end of the initial
judging.

Entries included Scotch Mules, Cheviot Mules,
Clun Mules and Shetland Mules, and both ewe
lambs and yearlings vying for Champion Mule.
A total of 17 Mule Sheep participated,

which represented good breeder interest when
compared to other sheep breeds shown at the
Festival.

The Champion Mule was a Scotch Mule ewe
lamb bred by Littledale Farm, Richland Center,
Wisconsin and the Reserve Champion was a
Clun Mule yearling bred by Muleflock,
Coopersville, Michigan.

Classes included Hill Dam w/Mule ewe lamb,
Mule dam w/Terminal Sired lamb and
Bluefaced Leicester Ram w/2 Mule daughters.
Littledale Farm was awarded F' place in the
Hill Dam class with a Scottish Blackface
Ewe/Mule (see photograph below) and alsb 1
place in the Mule Ewe w/Terminal sired market
lamb with a Scotch Mule ewe and Hybrid
English Suffolk sired lamb.

Muleflock was awarded®Iplace in the
Bluefaced Leicester Ram with 2 Mule daughters
with Clun Mules.

Educational presentations were given by
Graham Phillipson, Littledale Farm and by
Mark Lelli, Muleflock. Utilizing the 3-Tier
System and the Bluefaced Leicester’s link in the
system was explained and questions were
answered about the breeding of Mules in
general.

While spectator attendance was not as high as
we would have liked, we have confidence that
this event will spur on commercial breeders to
look more closely at Mule sheep as a vital link
to a management system that will produce
market lamb on grass alone. The hardiness of
the hill sheep, the prolificacy and milkiness of
the Bluefaced Leicester all contribute to the
performance of the Mule as a superior dam for
market lambs sired by heavy meat breeds.

Champion Mule Ewe (Scotch Mule Lamb) and
1% place Hill Dam (Scottish Blackface)



We recently heard from Martin Scott that he has
retired from Gilmanscleuch farm and has moved
to another house in the area. He has sold his
flock of Scottish Blackface sheep, but,
unfortunately the purchaser did not want to
continue the record keeping involved with the
Sire Reference Scheme. So, after over 30 years
of breeding for superior animals the sheep have
been dispersed. Martin continues to keep a keen
interest in his son Richards Scottish Blackface
flock which has been greatly improved with

rams from Martins recorded flock. Those
members who have purchased and used the
semen that was imported from Gilmanscleuch
now have some unique superior genetics that
have already improved the Scottish Blackface
here in the US.

Semen from all three High Index Sire Reference
Scheme Gilmanscleuth Rams is still available.
Contact us at Littledale for more information.



Gilmanscleuch Rams # 3631 and # 376&8e
what is known as bell brow types. The name
was used to describe the white patch on the top

of the face that resembles an upturned handbell.

Majority of the Scottish Blackface sheep in the
US are of this type.

Gilmanscleuch Ram # 4236s of the more
modern “Swaledale” type. In the past 20 years
Swaledale blood has been periodically
introduced into the Scottish Blackface flock in
Scotland to breed a blacker headed sheep with
slightly shorter wool. Modern shepherds prefer
the blacker heads that have resulted in the
darker headed Scotch Mule ewes that the
producers currently desire.

Typical Scotch Mule Ewe with a dark head.

Scottish Blackface Rams Horns

You may have noticed that some rams have

horns that are much closer on the top of the head

than others. The word from Scotland is that this
has no practical meaning, but that the producers
of SBF show sheep do not like to show rams
with horns that are joined at the crown.

Scottish Blackface Rams Horns are much prized
by Shepherd’s Crook makers.and can add
considerable value when sold from older
deceased rams.

Did You Know?

The Scottish Blackface is the largest breed by
numbers in Britain. According to the DEFRA
(Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs) report “The breeding structure of the
British sheep industry 2003” there were over 2
million Scottish Blackface ewes which
accounted for 11% of the National flock. See
this very interesting report on
www.defra.gov.uk
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From: Marj and Paul Weideman
Mirror Lake Farm
October 4, 2008

THE DAY WE BECAME REAL FARMERS
Marj and | have a small farm in SE Michigan,

“the thumb area” as only people from Michigan
can refer to it. We named it Mirror Lake Farm

quite simply because there is a lake at the end of



the road named Mirror Lake. Hey, it was easy
but it does sound romantic as | think small
family farm names should.

We say farm and not Scottish Blackface farm
because we have more than just Scottish
Blackface. We have 6 registered Morgan
Horses, (which came first) 5 llamas, around 35
chickens, various ducks and geese, a breeding
pair of Indian Blue peacocks, around 50 Scottish
Blackface sheep now, the obligatory chocolate
lab, an uptight Welsh Corgi nicknamed
Napoleon, 4 barn cats, two gold fish and the
occasional stray bat or 6 in the house (all in one
night) which creepily we are getting used to
after living in our third historical house.

We were recently invited to include our farm in
a fall farm tour sponsored by the Lapeer County
Conservation District. The tour is a chance for
non-farm people to see livestock up close and
ask real farmers questions about farming and
farm life. Questions like: “How did you decide
on Scottish Blackface?” “How long does a
llama live?” (I had to send my 14-year-old
daughter to the house to Google that one
because neither Marj nor | had any idea how
long a llama lives as none of ours have died
yet.) My all time favorite no fail, king of all

farm questions: “Do hens need a rooster to lay
eggs?” No, and roosters don’t just crow in the
morning either. Who knew?

Marj and | were flattered just to be asked to join
the “farm circuit.” The farm circuit, wow. This
meant that legitimate farm people that we don’t
even know are recognizing our farm as a real
farm. Marj and | were officially real farmers
now whether we participated in the tour or not.
And we don’t even own a pair of overalls. But |
do have one heck of a nice John Deere tractor
and my neck can get rather red in the summer
months.

So after two solid weekends of work and having
to taking three vacation days before the tour it

all started at 10 am Saturday morning and ended
a huge success. We had over 350 people walk
our farm and ask questions over a 6-hour period.
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Gloria, a volunteer from the tour committee
helped sign everyone in and handed out sterile
booties to people who had toured other farms
before ours to help keep our environment clean
and free from disease. We sold lamb cuts from
our freezer. Gave away lamb recipes and tips for
grilling and seasoning lamb. | wrote up a piece
on grass fed lamb, which is how we raise our
Scotties. All natural and grass fed only. We are
experimenting without worming through
rotational grazing now too. We had the skull

and horns of a mature ram and ewe that people
could pick up and study. We displayed an
example of raw fleece, tanned sheepskins, some
llama rovings and a pile of horns for sale with
tons of literature and various books on sheep,
lamb, llamas and horse care. We did very well
selling our lamb cuts. | made up some two-sided
business cards with our email address and logo
on one side and what we sell on the other. | had
serious customers write down their email
address and mark what they were interest in so
we could follow up with them after the tour
which is an attempt to retain a customer base.

This was a very well organized event. The day
of the tour the Conservation District took out a 2
million dollar liability insurance policy on our
farm and even delivered a port-a-potty to our
farm the day before.

This whole experience was such a hit it made us
reflect a little on what we were doing. OK, a lot
of refection. How did this all happen? When did
we become real farmers? How did we learn so
much?

Looking back over the past 11 years we have
been in Michigan we always referred to our
place as the farm. | mean how can you live in an
1870s “farm house” and not refer to it as a
farm? But we only had a couple horses and a
few chickens for eggs. Is that a real farm?

We brought our horses up from South Carolina
and set them free on questionable pasture in
1998. Marj and | are originally from Michigan
and we spent some memorable years in South
Carolina. Both our children were born there. We



lived there for 12 years and it was unforgettable
but Michigan is our true home. We missed the
Great Lakes, the four seasons, the snow and our
families of course.

The first thing we did was over seed the pasture
with a seed mixture formulated by Michigan
State University. After a couple years it was
looking lush and green everywhere and we
started noticing things we’ve never noticed
before. While mowing the beautiful spans of
green we realized we have a lot of empty space.
It's now a giant lawn that we feel compelled to
groom and we were spending our entire
weekend mowing it. We asked ourselves how
can we reclaim our weekend? How can we mow

horses. We have a plan. We have a farm. Now
we are running out of grass we need to buy a lot
more hay. We buy round bales but our old
tractor can't lift round bales. We need a new
tractor. We need a John Deere 3 series, not too
big and not too small. Within one year we go
from 5 sheep to 20. We need bigger round bales.
We need a bigger tractor. We deserve a bigger
tractor; real farmers with real farms and real
farm animals have big tractors. We got a bigger
tractor for the bigger round bales that feed the
sheep that help the horses that...well you get the
idea.

We didn’t realize how far we had come or how
much we had learned until a non-farmer asked

less? Plus the horses leave huge areas of uneatenus a simple question at the tour. “Why Scottish

grass wherever they drop manure. What would a
farmer do? A real farmer would use all this

open space for something practical. A real
farmer would make money doing it too. So we
began looking for ideas to make that open space
pay for itself. Animals should fill those empty
spaces. Sheep. Sheep eat grass. Sheep will eat
the grass and weeds that the horses won't eat
and they will improve our pastures as they go.
We don’t have to mow the grass anymore. We

raise sheep. We eat the sheep. We sell the lamb.

How hard would it be to take care of a couple
sheep? So, we began to fill the open spaces with
sheep. But sheep aren’t enough. We need
something to guard the sheep or dogs will kill
them. Llamas. Llamas guard sheep. Not just one
guard llama though, we should breed our own
guard llamas and sell them, and their fiber. We
have all this space. Now there are these snails
that can transfer a parasite from whitetail deer to
our llamas if the llamas ingest them while
grazing. This parasite can kill our llamas.

Ducks. Ducks eat snails. We need ducks. We all
ready have chickens so how hard can it be to
take care of a few ducks? We have all this
space. Let’s get some ducks and throw in a
couple geese for fun. Plus, we could eat the
extra ducks and geese and enjoy our own grass
fed meat. So, we grow our own lamb, we sell
our wool and llama fiber, we sell and eat our
own fresh eggs we raise ducks to help defend
the llamas that defend the sheep that help the

Blackface sheep? And is Timothy a type of
grass? We answer, “Because Scottish Blackface
are a hearty breed known for their exceptional
meat and they can thrive in adverse conditions
where other breeds can’t and Yes, Timothy is a
type of grass that when mixed with other grasses
and legumes makes a good quality hay.

Last Saturday was the day Marj and | realized
we were real farmers running a real farm. We
also realized we don’t have any space left. We
need a bigger farm. Yeah, we need a bigger
farm. Maybe a cow too.

Marj and Paul Weideman
Real Farmers

Mirror Lake Farm
Lapeer, Ml 48446
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